Lector Readings
November 2018

Sunday, November 4
24 Pentecost, All Saints’ Sunday [Readings for All Saints Day]
Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of
the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster, and their going
from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of others they were
punished, their hope is full of immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they will receive a great good,
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself; like gold in the furnace he tried them, and
like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them. In the time of their visitation they will shine forth, and
will run like sparks through stubble. They will govern nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord will
reign over them forever. Those who trust in him will understand truth, and the faithful will abide with
him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, and he watches over his elect.
OR
Isaiah 25:6-9
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of wellaged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will
destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over
all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from
all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has
spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might
save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Revelation 21:1-6a
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the
sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the
home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will
be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne
said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.”
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Sunday, November 11
25 Pentecost
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
Naomi her mother-in-law said to Ruth, “My daughter, I need to seek some security for you, so that it
may be well with you. Now here is our kinsman Boaz, with whose young women you have been working.
See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. Now wash and anoint yourself, and put on
your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to the man until
he has finished eating and drinking. When he lies down, observe the place where he lies; then, go and
uncover his feet and lie down; and he will tell you what to do.” She said to her, “All that you tell me I will
do.” So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came together, the Lord made her
conceive, and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left
you this day without next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer
of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than
seven sons, has borne him.” Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her bosom, and became his
nurse. The women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They
named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the father of David.
Hebrews 9:24-28
Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and
again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; for then he
would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared
once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is appointed for
mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of
many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
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Sunday, November 18
26 Pentecost
1 Samuel 1:4-20
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and
daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed
her womb. Her rival used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her
womb. So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she used to provoke
her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you
weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” After they
had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before the Lord. Now Eli the priest
was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. She was deeply distressed and
prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly. She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the
misery of your servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a
male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither
wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.” As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli
observed her mouth. Hannah was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard;
therefore Eli thought she was drunk. So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of
yourself? Put away your wine.” But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I
have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord. Do not
regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and
vexation all this time.” Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have
made to him.” And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. They rose early in
the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah
knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son.
She named him Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.”
Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25
Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices that can
never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at
the right hand of God,” and since then has been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool
for his feet.” For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the
new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we
have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us
hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us
consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
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Thursday, November 22
Thanksgiving Day
Joel 2:21-27
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! Do not fear, you animals of
the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give
their full yield. O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given the early
rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as
before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay
you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my
great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the
Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame.
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other.
And my people shall never again be put to shame.
1 Timothy 2:1-7
First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for
kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator
between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all–this was
attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am
not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
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Sunday, November 25
Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King
2 Samuel 23:1-7
Now these are the last words of David: The oracle of David, son of Jesse, the oracle of the man whom
God exalted, the anointed of the God of Jacob, the favorite of the Strong One of Israel: The spirit of the
Lord speaks through me, his word is upon my tongue. The God of Israel has spoken, the Rock of Israel
has said to me: One who rules over people justly, ruling in the fear of God, is like the light of morning,
like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, gleaming from the rain on the grassy land. Is not my house
like this with God? For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and secure.
Will he not cause to prosper all my help and my desire? But the godless are all like thorns that are
thrown away; for they cannot be picked up with the hand; to touch them one uses an iron bar or the
shaft of a spear. And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot.
Revelation 1:4b-8
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits
who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the
ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us
to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on
his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,”
says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.
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