Lector Readings
June 2018
Sunday, June 3
2 Pentecost
1 Samuel 3:1-20
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days;
visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could
not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down
in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he
said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie
down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli,
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called
me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down;
and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay
down in his place. Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill
against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I
am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming
God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house
shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened
the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and
said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” So
Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what
seems good to him.” As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the
ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’
sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in
clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come
from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always
being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.
So death is at work in us, but life in you.
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Sunday, June 10
3 Pentecost
1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20 (Revised)
All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, “You are old
and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.”
But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the
Lord, and the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they
have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. Just as they have done to
me, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so
also they are doing to you. Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and
show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.” So Samuel reported all the words of the
Lord to the people who were asking him for a king. He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will
reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to
run before his chariots. He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and
donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. And
in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will
not answer you in that day.” But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but
we are determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like other nations, and that our king
may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.”
2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1
Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture–“I believed, and so I spoke”–
we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us
also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that
grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do
not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by
day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all
measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
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Sunday, June 17
4 Pentecost
1 Samuel 15:34–16:13
Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not see Saul again
until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the Lord was sorry that he had made Saul
king over Israel. The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I
have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will
kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I
name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to
sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the
Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or
on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they
look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and
made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to
Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.”
He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord
said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in
the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 (Revised)
We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away
from the Lord–for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be
away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our
aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. For the love of Christ
urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for
all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
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Sunday, June 24
5 Pentecost
1 Samuel 17:32-49 (Revised)
David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this
Philistine.” Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are
just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep
sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after it
and struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I would catch it by the
jaw, strike it down, and kill it. Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised
Philistine shall be like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the living God.” David said, “The
Lord, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand
of this Philistine.” So Saul said to David, “Go, and may the Lord be with you!” Saul clothed David with his
armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail. David strapped Saul’s
sword over the armor, and he tried in vain to walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul,
“I cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them.” So David removed them. Then he took his staff in
his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch;
his sling was in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine. The Philistine came on and drew near to
David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained
him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. The Philistine said to David, “Am I a
dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. The Philistine said to
David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field.”
But David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in
the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This very day the
Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the
dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the
earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly may know
that the Lord does not save by sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s and he will give you into our
hand.” When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet
the Philistine. David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on his
forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground.
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, “At
an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the
acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that
no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every
way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots,
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine
love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and
for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet
are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see–we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet
possessing everything. We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. There
is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In return–I speak as to children–open wide your
hearts also.
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