April 2018
Lector Readings
Easter Day, April 1
6:00 a.m. Vigil
Genesis 1:1-2:4a
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst
of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God
called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he
called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The
earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit
with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
third day.
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky
to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the
day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give
light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that
moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw
that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and
let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. And God
said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals
of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the
cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was
good.
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God
blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have

1

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.”
God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every
tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have
given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the
earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh
day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are
the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. In the day that the Lord God
made the earth and the heavens.
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Vigil continued:
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In
great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves
in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us
out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the
Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.”
But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will
accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will
fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up
your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on
dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will
gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the
Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots,
and his chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It
came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness,
and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all
night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued,
and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning
watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the
Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The
Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the
Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at
dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians
into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of
Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on
dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the
Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel
saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed
in the Lord and in his servant Moses. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her
hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to
them: “Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”
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Vigil continued:
Ezekiel 36:24-28
I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land.
I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all
your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will
remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you,
and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the
land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of
Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to
Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a
warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will
exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will
not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and
gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I
will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all
the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord.
Romans 6:3-11
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united
with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer
be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he
lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
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Easter Day
8:00 a.m.
Isaiah 25:6-9
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged
wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will
swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo,
this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have
waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Easter Day
9:00 a.m. (Ellis Hall)
9:00 & 11:15 a.m. (church)
Isaiah 25:6-9
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged
wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will
swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo,
this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have
waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Acts 10:34-43
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed
by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he
is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

5

Easter Day
5:30 p.m.
Isaiah 25:6-9
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged
wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will
swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo,
this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have
waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
1 Corinthians 5:6b-8
Your boasting is not a good thing. Do you not know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough?
Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch, as you really are unleavened. For our paschal
lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us celebrate the festival, not with the old yeast, the
yeast of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
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April 8
2 Easter
Acts 4:32-35
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power the
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.
There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each
as any had need.
1 John 1:1—2:2
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—this life was
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the
Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are
writing these things so that our joy may be complete. This is the message we have heard from him and
proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light
as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If
we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My
little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
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April 15
3 Easter
Acts 3:12-19
Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as
though by our own power or piety we had made this man walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over
and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy
and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom
God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect
health in the presence of all of you. And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also
your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah
would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”
1 John 3:1-7
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now;
what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like
him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either
seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is
righteous, just as he is righteous.
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April 22
4 Easter
Acts 4:5-12
The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in
their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all
of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone
that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”
1 John 3:16-24
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us–and we ought to lay down our lives for one
another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in
need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And
by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because
we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we should
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who
obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us,
by the Spirit that he has given us.
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April 29
5 Easter
Acts 8:26-40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian
eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had
come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now
the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and
like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied
him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked
Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about
Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is
water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on
his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
1 John 4:7-21
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among
us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved,
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his
Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they
abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who
abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in
love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who
love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
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